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Poetry is work created "artistically" so that its 
perception is impeded and the greatest possible 
effect is produced through the slowness of the 
perception.

                                                         V. Schlovsky



P C
+  -



P C
+  -

more real

more free

more alive

increasing automaticity



DEVICE



Percepts

Conception



oo

Literariness should be defined in terms of cognitive events 
triggered in minds/brains by linguistic stimuli....characterized in 
terms of a distinctive kind of mental process involving extensive 
entries, which results in marginally increased salience of a wide 
range of assumptions.

...complex thoughts communicated as a wide range of weak 
implicatures.

                                             Adrian Pilkington, Poetic Effects, 2001
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A closed text is one in which all the elements of the work 
are directed toward a single reading of it. Each element 
confirms that reading and delivers the text from any 
lurking ambiguity. In the open text, meanwhile, 
all the elements of the work are maximally 
excited; here it is because ideas and things exceed 
(without deserting) argument, that they have been taken 
into the dimension of the text.

Lyn Hejinian, "The Rejection of Closure", 1984
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...although the synchronic is obviously a 
temporal concept, it projects a spatial figure - 
one could say a landscape - "a moment of time 
that has gotten into position"...

      Hejinian on Stein, "Grammar and Landscape"

     



METHOD



oo

Can form make the primary chaos ... articulate 
without depriving it of its capacious 
vitality, its generative power?

                                                             Hejinian
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Every language is a vast pattern system, different 
from others, in which are culturally ordained the forms 
and categories by which the personality not 
only communicates, but also analyses nature, 
notices or neglects types of relationship and 
phenomena, challenges his reasoning, and 
builds the house of his consciousness.

                                         Benjamin Whorf
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Language generates sentences, which taken as forms of 
frontal grammar, are the verbal planes from which 
consciousness constructs that of which it is conscious. 
That is, one realizes consciousness by 
positioning sentences in the landscape of 
consciousness.

                                                            Hejinian
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"Man is a curious body whose center of gravity 
is not in himself" (Ponge). Instead it seems 
to be located in language, by virtue of 
which we negotiate our mentalities and the 
world; off-balance, heavy at the mouth, we are 
pulled forward.

                                                            Hejinian
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language ... the constant, ready, everyday, and 
natural medium for discovering, defining, and 
asserting reality - making use of it, expressing it, 
and perhaps creating it.

                                                            Hejinian
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Architecture is the simplest means of articulating 
time and space, of modulating reality, of 
engendering dreams. It is a matter not only of 
plastic articulation and s expressing an ephemeral 
beauty, but of a modulation producing influences in 
accordance with the eternal spectrum of human 
desires and the progress in realizing them.

 Chtcheglov, "Formulary for a New Urbanism", 1952
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Disperse to Contrast Procedure







Disperse to Contrast Procedure 
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Bioscleave House: Reversible Destiny Villa. East Hampton, NY
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Comfort is no longer a factor. That it might take several hours 
to go from one room to another in a reversible destiny house is 
of no importance as long as the sensibility of the person 
traversing the room flowers and catches on itself in transit. 

Madeline Gins
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Reversible destiny houses consist primarily of 
entrances. One entry having been achieved, another 
situation of entering commences. The sensorium enters 
its own signals. 

Madeline Gins
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Tentativeness Cradling Procedure 
Transformational 















PROCEDURAL ARCHITECTURE



o
o

STEP FOUR

Strive throughout your body to 
imagine sequences of actions 
(also, if need be, provisionally 
isolated actions) that might lead 
to or in some way be constitutive 
of what you seek to put in place, 
which is to say, assemble a list of 
bodily actions that could directly 
get you to your hoped-for 
outcome

STEP FIVE

Think of how to structure into a 
built surround the capacity to 
call forth precisely what it is you 
seek. Devise architectural 
elements and features, and 
various juxtapositions of them, 
that will help call this

Gins & Arakawa "Directions for Architectural 
Procedure Invention and Assembly"
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The body moves through a tactically posed town puzzling itself 
out of focus and then back into it, now with a wider yet sharper 
focus.

                                                                                 Hejinian
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